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Who and what

Aiski Ryökäs, Communications and Advocacy Expert

The Finnish Women’s Association Unioni
Older than the state of Finland



Starting point of 
8  March marchth

3 NGOs

network of other organizations with loose engagement

5 weeks

tangible goal that mobilizes and touches people

first-timer momentum

no reference point for € targets



Comms and €€€
Infrastructure

three mailing lists (varying from 1k to 40k emails)

social media accounts (IG varying from 2k to 40k followers)

CRM: Action network

fundraising platform: Lunda donate



Strategy

Storytelling angle

socials and emails in sync

fundraising part of larger mobilization effort

collaboration among NGOs

social media strategy: political momentums, rapid responses

follower engagement



What worked?

Storytelling angle
Touching, anonymous personal stories about surviving harrassment 

Build a personalized reason for people to want the march to happen



What worked?

Socials and emails in sync



What worked?

fundraising part of 
larger mobilization 
effort
Building a story of making a change with the
Women’s day March



What worked?

collaboration among NGOs
Sharing mailing lists

Sharing resources

Tolerating chaos for common goal and greater good

Building the plane as we flew it



What worked?

social media strategy
political momentums

rapid responses

“Google removed Women’s day,
Pride and other dates from its

calendar”

ARE YOU WITH US?

You can erase calendars but
you cannot erase a movement.



What worked?

follower engagement
building a sense of a movement



socials analytics (meta)

3-fold compared to a year before

16-fold compared to a year before

1.-14.3.2025



Result:
131 organisations 
10 000 people 
All major medias covered
Former president joined
over 16 000 € fundraised



Result:

in 2026 we go
bigger!

131 organisations 
10 000 people 
All major medias covered
Former president joined
over 16 000 € fundraised



Questions?
Thank you!

Welcome to Helsinki 8  March 2026!th


